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PROJECT DESCRIPTION   

Vision: Leeds students engaged in listening and being listened to  

Partnership: Student Chaplaincy, LCI, City Centre Churches and Touchstone 

Background: Lent is the six weeks that precede Easter. It is a time when Christians are encouraged to be 
particularly spiritually attentive to God and to their neighbour. This year, Christian partners want to focus on 
listening. 

Students in Leeds make up a significant part of the population and contribute to city life and economy as 
well as participating in studies and student life. As city centre Christians with a concern for social justice for 
all, we would hope to foster links between students and wider city life as a way of promoting the Common 
Good. 

 

Aims: 

Create a safe space to facilitate listening 

Listen to how students feel about living in Leeds 

Provide a stimulating context for students to think about their contribution to city life. 

 

Objectives: 

Train chaplaincy volunteers to be part of the project 

Host a ‘Listening Yurt’ (a moveable tent that provides a safe listening space) in the Rose Bowl  

Listen to the perspectives of individual students 

Make a record of students’ perspectives on living in Leeds 

 

Activities: 

Introduce interested students to the idea of ‘Listening Leeds’ 

Students to spend some quiet time in the yurt where there will be images of Leeds. 

On leaving the yurt, students can speak to a volunteer, write or draw their perspective on Leeds 

Students will be offered a free cup of coffee 

After the event, a montage of student perspectives will be available on the chaplaincy website and LCI blog 
site 

 

Dimensions of the yurt: It is 14 foot diameter and 12 foot high. It is flame retardant. It has a Risk 
Assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUTTING UP THE YURT 

 

 

 

 



INSIDE THE YURT 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Listening Leeds: Comments from the Yurt 2nd April 2014 

“Doesn’t live in Leeds but travels in from Rotherham to do post-grad. He is a special needs teacher.  Loves 
Leeds, diverse, loves night life, loves the fact he can get halal food when out with friends. 

Is saddened to see so many homeless on streets and often gives them food but not money.  Has noticed 
that Leeds much worse than other cities for people on streets begging and see ‘regulars’.” 

“Thinks this is a great idea and not often we get an opportunity to listen or be listened to. Very interested in 
the structure of the yurt.” 

“Only been in Leeds for two months but thinks it’s an amazing place for students.  From India so a big 
culture shock but so much to see and do it has been fairly easy to settle in.  Not home but ok, and miss 
family. It is big.” 

“Not a student but likes Leeds and thinks the Crypt is good.” 

“Tranquil” 

“I don’t feel safe anywhere in Leeds.” 

“So many neighbours are in dispute” 

“Leeds is a brilliant city.” 

“The ring road gets me in and out of Leeds effectively.” 

“Leeds is a city with many problems, but there is a strong sense of community which is a massive 
advantage when tackling these problems.” 

“I pray for more sunny days!” 

“I would like Leeds to emphasise its desire to be a city of welcome, care and compassion.  It is a 
prosperous city, but still too many do not share in that prosperity.  I would like to feel and know that more 
people of all backgrounds have a say and a part to play in the future direction and development of Leeds. 
Lord, hear my prayer.” 

“I feel safe sitting in Leeds city centre on a quiet morning in a welcoming coffee shop, thinking about work, 
family and the people I value most in the world. 

I like being able to get in my car and drive a short distance to the countryside or another town like 
Harrogate or Ilkley, to clear my head and get a fresh perspective. 

I wish there was more places for reflection in uni, a place to relax without the threat of judgement as to why 
one may be sat alone.  I think universities should be more open to religions rather than shunning people 
who are passionate and generally open minded.” 

“Good doing other things apart from studying when you’re a student – campaigning, engaging with people, 
pubs, folk session.” 

“I have visited London, Manchester, Bradford and Leeds, but found Leeds very organised and live city.” 

“The quiet individual coffee shops are great to sit and collect your thoughts.  They provide a safe and warm, 
cosy environment- with a country feel!” 

Someone once said, ‘The Giant is asleep’ 
What would happen if the Giant (Leeds) woke up? 
What would happen if the Giant’s dreams came true? 
What if people  -spoke to one another 
    -valued each other 
    -shared with one another 
What if we shared our stories could we begin to understand one another better; have the courage to 
challenge and be challenged; learn not to be frightened. 
What if we actively built our communities up?”  
 



“I love Leeds as there is always so much going on.  If you want to hear an interesting lecture, go to the 
theatre, go to a hip-hop clash night, find out about the history of Leeds, it is all there with a bit of exploring.  
It is a perfect match of the old and the new.” 

“Would like to pray for every student who comes to Leeds.  Pray they see university to be an opportunity to 
explore the opportunities they are blessed to have.” 

“I love the diversity of Leeds and everyone has something different they can experience. 

 Allows me to be me: 
Sexuality, creativity, hair colour etc 

- Always stuff going on i.e German market, jazz nights, Salsa nights Etc. 
- I LOVE LEEDS!!” 

“Learned to manage to speak in different language with lots of International students in my university and in 
the city of Leeds” 
“I moved to Leeds for a job. I find Leeds a very hard city to live in – very cramped and noisy. 

If I could make one change to Leeds it would be less congestions and more green spaces.” 

“I found Leeds is very interesting place, very good for shopping. 

I enjoyed here a lot.  I am thinking to stay here after completing my masters from Leeds Metropolitan 
University.  Weather of Leeds is excellent. “ 

Living in Leeds I live just on the outskirts.  I value our little community and work hard to ensure it thrives 
and I think of others who may needs my help. 

Leeds is busy, bustling and hectic but has open beauty only a few miles outside its centre.  I escape there 
regularly and try to be mindful of my surroundings.” 

“Leeds is Lush!! (Albeit grey)” 

“A time I felt at peace. 

Sitting next to the water feature in the Listening Leeds Yurt. 

A time when someone really listened to you? I can’t remember. 

What do you wish was different about life in Leeds? 

“I love Leeds and the shops and night life. The market is good. 

Comments about the Yurt 

More yurts around the place, more opportunities to be at peace and still more times when people really 
listened to each other.” 

Love the yurt – nice pictures” 

“I really like this independent initiative.  The kind of thing that makes Leeds interesting.” 

Jenny Hill, chair of Citizens panel Leeds City Council would like to see end result and really likes the yurt as 
a safe space to have conversations. 

’Happiness is a butterfly, which when pursued is always beyond grasp, but which, if you sit down 
quietly, may alight upon you.’  
Nathaniel Hawthorne. 
(Thanks for the listening!)” 

“The things I love about life in Leeds are the vibrancy and fun of the city. 
Having meaningful conversations with people who share my interest and values. 
Being able to interact with my local community through projects. 
How university life connects to my local area. 
Being able to stay here after graduation with friends and experience a place that is so diverse.” 
 


