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Just to read what Jeremiah had to say about the day that he was met
by God, you could think that it was sudden, out of the blue, and
concluded in a matter of minutes. I can only ask you to go home
and read these few verses once again. weigh carefuily his
understanding of God's ways with people, and the way in which he
clothes his insight with words. This is the fruit of long living with
the reality of God's touch upon him. The words he wrote take barely
two minutes to read, but they are the fruit of time intimately spent
with God.

Certainly, Jeremiah was surrounded by encouragements to be open
to God. He came from a priestly family, and as such he was a priest.
You were born into the of,fice, you did not choose it. But it may be
that he never practised as a priest, for he belonged to a part of the
Priestly clan which had been disgraced. Not for any misdoing, but
because of the poiitics of the days in which the throne passed from
David to solomon. Adonijah was the eldest living son of David, but
David preferred solomon, an iilegitimate son, whose niother he had
had to marry. The succession to the throne was disputed, and
Abiathar, the High priest had backed the r{y,rong side. Once
Solomon had succeeded to the throne, he banished Abiathar and his
entourage to Anathoth, a distinctly paganised part of Israel.
Jeremiah, himself of priestly stock, was descended from that
banished company, and was born perhaps 35o years after they had



settled in their new home. He still lived in the same disgraced part

of the land and the shadow from the ancient past still hung over

him. He felt sidelined by life and a long way away from God.

Then one day God spoke to him. Does God break suddenly into life

and speak audibly? Well, yes. Very rarely, but Yes. I've never heard

Him like that though. Does it trouble you that you have never

heard him either? Does it distress you that He always keeps just

beyond the range of your hearing?

M"y I encourage you. The Scriptures are quite certain of this, that it

is always God who takes the initiative when people are met by Him;

it is never the person who does so. You meet disappointments in

your search for God? Has it occurred to you that the

disappointments which you meet may be nothing less than God in

disguise in His search for you? It is not that he doesn't know where

you are, but may it be that He is gently edging you stage by stage to

the place where he has decided to meet you? Your disappointments

are one step more in the victory that he has purposed upon. Take

those thoughts into your prayers as you go on searching.

Now may I turn the question face about? You say you feel that God

keeps you at arm's length; but are there times when ycu try to keep

God at arm's length? Let's consider that possibility.



When that happens are they times when you are trying to keep Him

at arm's length because there is something that you would prefer

not to have to talk to him about? Are they? You can't see yourself

ever actually pushing God away - so to speak - but then, you must

have considered that if you avoid being quiet and undistracted with

Him, you never get your comfort zone invaded, do you? I think you

will have found the technique doesn't work. The more you don't

think about Him, the more you catch yourseH putting a lot of

thought into finding ways not to think about Him.... so there you

are, picking at the sore place on your conscience once again.

Because that is what it really is, isn't it? It is God, prodding you. So

do you try excuses? That's what Jeremiah did. "l'm not up to what

you are asking, ['m too young, too inexperienced, and You know all

about our family...you see, I'm just not from the expected drawer."

Do you find that we are talk{ng about you? if we are, why not let

God be God?

Francis Thompson was a poet who wrote 13o years ago. He spent a

lot of time running away from God, and the more he ran away, the

more he was aware of a huge black shadow of a dog following him.

He wrote a poem about it called 'The Hound of Heaven'. In the end

the poet had to stop his headlong flight from sheer exhaustion. To

his amazement, as he turned to face his relentless pursuer, he found



that the shadow which threatened him was no threat at all, but the

protective shade of God's hand outstretched caressingly.

"Halts by me that footfall

Is my gloom, after all

Shade of His hand, outstretched caressingly?
'Ah, fondest, blindest weakest;

I am He Whom Thou seekest!

Thou dravest love from thee, who dravest me"

Let God be God.

In Jeremiah we see a man who sought for God, not realising that

God was prompting that search as a means of letting Jeremiah
discover that it was he who was being found by God.

Now we turn to the New Testament. The Letter to the Hebrews

seems to have been written to some Jewish Christians perhaps some

50 or 6o years after Jesus had been raised. These Jewish Christians

had been among the only Christians that there were at the

beginning. Then Gentiles began to be called into faith in Jesus, and

the Church began to change tremendously. The Jewish Christians to

whom this letter was written apparently found that these huge

changes wrought in the Church made them feel out on a limb and

no longer at ease in their hearts. Some of thern were thinking of

abandoning their faith in Messiah Jesus, and going back to the

Judaism where they had been brought up.



Like Jeremiah, they were discovering the cost of following the path

that God had for them. Jeremiah had stayed faithful. These Jewish

Christians wanted to step out of the heat of the race where the

crown is to be run for not without dust and heat. The author

reminded these faltering Christians that a Christian man or woman

is one who has been met by God, in Jesus. That there God reveals

himself to us, and speaks the active word that makes us clean before

Him, and gives us courage still to stand.

I lay before you all - those who stand firm in faith, those who falter

in faith, and those who are not sure where they are - the very last

sentence of this passage from Hebrews which is before us.

"See that you do not refuse him who is speakirg"

I do not leave you with cosy feelings. I leave you with

Responsibility, and with Assurance that you have with you the

promise of God that those who come to him, he will never cast out.

M"y God hold us all within faithfulness, and bring us in His time to

life eternal.


